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To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


Wiiienhall  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


act 


Herewith  I  beg  tp  present  my  third  Annual 
Eport  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Dist 
under  your  administ5sation,f or  the  Year  1917. 

Owing  to  the  continued,  neceasltj/-  for  strict 
economy, and  the  demands  made  upon  Medical  Officers  because 
of  the  War, the  Local  Government  Board  recommend  that  interim 
Reports  only  should  be  made  for  the  Year, and  that  the  Report* 
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confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters  which  have 
affected  the  Eublic  Health  during  the  Year, especially  any 
matters  arising  from  or  connected  with  the  War,au.1rt»rea3cs  ©f 
Infectious  Disease  and  measures  for  Maternity  and  Chilid 
W elf are, together  with  any  exceptional  administrative  measures 
t:ahen  of  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health* 

Acting  on  these  suggestions  this  Report  deals 
only  with  the  questions  especially  mentioned, and  in  a  brief 
form. 

gop  ui  at  ion.  The  Registrar  General  directs  that  the  Death.  Rate 
be  calculated  on  an  estimated  Civil  Bopulat i on of  or'  I8.ia0 
and  the  Birth  Rate  on  an  estimated  Total  Population  of 
20.366.  The  population  at  the  last  Census  (iail)  was  18.-868. 
Births.  The  Births  registered  during  the  Year  numbered  4§1, 
i.e.  228  males  and  223  f emales being  32  leas  than  last  year: 
and  78  less  than  in  1916.  The  Birth  Rate  was  22*2  per  thousand 
per  annum  as  compared  with  23*9,"  28*  1" and  28* 8  in  the  three 
previous  years. 

There  were  21  Illegitimate  births  Included  in  the  above 
number, viz,  8  males  and  13  females. 

it  will  be  noticed  that  this  year  there  is  again  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  Births, and  when  oompared  with  two  years 
ago  it  is  considerable. 

Deaths.  There  were  249  deaths  registered  in  the  District, 
i.e.  122  males  and  127  females , giving  a  Death  Rate  of  13*7 
per  thousand  per  year. 

In  addition,  60  persons,  i.e.  35  males  and  15  females 
belonging  to  the  District  died  in  Public  institutions  outside 

the  Town.,  e.g.  9 Transferable  Deaths11;  thus  the  total  number 
of  Deaths  was  289, and  the  nett  Death  Rate  of  all  belonging 
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o  the  District  was  16*4  per  thousand  per  year, as  compared 
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ith  13 •  8 ,  13’ 4,  and  x.7*3  in  the  three  previous  years 

The  following  Table  gives  the  Humber  and  Causes 
Deaths  in  Wiiienhall  for  the  year, as  supplied  t=e  the 
Registsar  General:-- 
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All  Causes  (civilians  only) 

Males 

! 

Females 

1 

Enteric  lever 

2 

small  Pox 

3 

Measles 

4 

11 

4 

scarlet  Fever 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

6 

6 

Diphtheria  &  Croup 

7 

Influenza 

2 

2 

8 

Erys  ip  el  as 

£ 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

11 

13 

lit) 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis 

1 

ii 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

3 

2 

12 

Cancer, Malignant  disease 

7 

6 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

i« 

Meningitis 

2 

15 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

11 

10 

16 

Bronchit is 

9 

16 

17 

Pneumonia  ( all  forms  ) 

22 

21 

18 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

3 

19 

Diarrhoea  etc  (under  2  yrs ) 

4 

4i 

20 

Appendioitis  &  typhlitis 

1 

1 

21 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

221ft 

Alcoholism 

22 

Sephritis  &  Bright's  disease 

3 

2 

23 

Puerperal  Fever 

24 

Parturition  apart  from  puerperal  fvt 

2:6 

Congenital  debility  etc 

18 

10 

26 

Violent  deaths , excluding  suicide 

6 

3 

27 

Suicide 

2 

20 

Other  defined  diseases 

46 

32 

29 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Total  (all  causes) 

167 

142 

Special  Causes  (Included  above) 

Males 

Females 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

3 

BoliomgJlitiB 

Deaths  of  infanta  under  1  yr  of  age 

30 

30 

Total  Births 

220 

223 

legitimate 

230 

210 

Illegitimate 

8 

13: 

Population, for  birth.  rate, 

for  death  rate 


30,366 

18,180 


The  Death  Rate  ( 18. 4 )  is  at) out  eqjjal  to  the  average  of  the 
last  6  years  (1.6..8)  ana  I  do  not  regard  it  as  a  high  one 
for  Wlllenhall.  In  ns-wiewing  the  table  of  deaths  from  all 
causes 5  the  outstanding  feature  is  the  large  number  of  deaths 
from  Pneumonia, viz.,  43,  which  is  more  than  double  the  average 
of  the  deaths  from' this  cause  during  the  last  1.0  years. 

There  was  one  uncertified  death;  all  the  rest  were  certified  by 
either  doctor  or  c or oner « 


Seven  Inquests  were  held  in  the  Town. 


Infant  Mort al ity. .  30  infants  died  under  1  year  of  age, as 

compared.  wT£7T'38  last  year ,.82 ,64  &  101  in  the  3  previous  years 
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causes  of  death  of 

the  : 

infants  were:- 

Convulsions 

4 

Diarrhoea  &  enteritis 

4 

Premature  Birth 

u) 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

At r  ophy , debil it y 

Bronchitis 

2 

&  mar  as  mas 

19 

Atelictasis 

2 

Pneumonia 

12 

Gastritis 

i 

Measles 

2 

Other  Causes 

1 

Of  the  60  infants  deaths  12  occurred  within  the  first 
week  of  life,and  25  within  the  first  month.  Premature  Birth 
and  Ateliot&sis  accounted  for  12  deaths  or  2C$  of  the  total. 
These  are  causes  largely  due  to  unfavourable  antenatal 
conditions.  Debility  and  wasting  caused  19  deaths  or  30.2  $  - 
causes  partly  antenatal  and  partly  due  to  want  of  care  In  the 
early  days  of  life.  Thte  over  60^f  of  the  deaths  were  due 
chiefly  to  unfavourable  antenatal  conditions  and  want  of  care 
in  the  early  days  of  life, and  when  one  seeks  for  a  cause  it 
seems  probable  that  the  largely  increased  present  day  female 
factory  labour  not  only  acts  injuriously  upon  the  infant  before 
its  b&rth,,but  deprives  them  subsequently  of  their  natural 
food  and  the  care  of  their  natural  guardians. 

To  the  coolness  of  the  summer  months  £s  due  the  few  deaths 
from  diarrhoea!  diseases , whilst  on  the  other  hand  the  high 
percentage  of  deaths  from  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  is  due  to 
the  severity  of  the  weather  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, and 
to  the  presence  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  in  epidemic  form. 
Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases.  During  the  year  380 
notifications  were  received  as  follows:?-  Measles  and  German 
Measles  336, Scarlet  Fever  19,  Typhoid  Fever  l,  Diphtheria  2, 
Erysipelas  6,  Cerebro- spinal  fever  4, and  Ophthalmia 
Meonatorum  3» 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  notified  by  medical  practit¬ 
ioners  ,ths  following  cases  also  came  to  my  notice:-  Meales  and 
German  Measles  2 00, Whooping  Cough  IBS,  Chicken  Pox  3 8 > and 
Musroe  2.  r 


Zymotic  Diseases.  32  deaths  were  caused  by  the  7  principal 
Zymotic  (ii. senses, giving  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  lu-7  per  l,.00Q 
as  compared  with  0..8  in  the  previous  year  and  4.3  in  1916. 
Measles  was  epidemic  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year , 
only  2L0  cases  being  notified  after  the  middle  of  June. 


Fifteen  deaths  were  caused  by  Measles, equal  to  a  rate  per 
1, .000  of  the  population  of  0.83.  fhe  epidemic  was  widespread 
throughout  the  country  in  the  early  pant  of  the  year. 
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Scarlet  Fever.  10  cases  .bo  deaths.  Four  of  the  cases  were 
air  ectrly  traced  to  Infection  outside  the  Town. 

Typhoid  Fever,  l  case.  This  was  removed  to  the  General 
Hospital" Woiverhampt on  on  the  recommendation  of  the  doctor 
In  attendance.  The  house  was  found  to  he  overcrowded.  Twelve 
days  after  admission  to  Hospital  the  patient  was  sent  home, 
the  diagnosis  not  being  confirmed. 

Diphtheria.  2  cases.  Both  these  occurred  in  the  third  quarter 
or  the  year.  In  one  case  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
h.acterialogically. 

Qpht halm&a  He onat oruro.  3  cases,  all  recovered. 

Cer'ebro-Spinal  Fevep*  4  cases  not  if  led, with  2  deaths.  As  this 
disease  Is  the  subject  of  special  enquiry  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,.  I  give  below  the  particulars  of  the  cases 


in  tabular 
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mew  1th  brief  comments 

on  eaoh:~ 

4 

Result  Bacteriological 

Examinat i on 

21  o. 

Date  of 

Hot  If  'c'n 

Age 

: 

3  ex 

)ate  of  ( 

Death  Recovery 

3f  material 

from  patient 

Of  contacts 

i 

Feb  2  1 1? 

18 

F 

Complete 

Positive 

negative 

2 

Mar  3  '17 

41 

F 

May  8/17 

do 

Positive  (1 
out  of  3 ) 

3 

Apr  11  =17 

30 

F 

Apr  18/17  - 

do 

negative 

4 

May  32 '17 

33 

F 

Complete 

negative 

negative 

Case  l.  Three  bedrooms  inn  house, occupied  by  father , mother , 
daughters  aged  23,20,18  (patient)  4;  sons, 16, .14  &  ?.Waate  water 
closet  ohohed. 

Case  2.  Overorowdlng  found.  One  "contact"  out  of  three, posit  ii 
Kept  under  observation  and  nothing  further  developed.  A  second 
swab  in  this  case  was  negative. 

Case  3.  Fat  her,  mother(  pat  lent ),  and  children  aged  lOi^t  ,.6,,4 
and  2, occupying  2  bedrooms. 

Case  4.  Diagnosis  not  confirmed, either  clinically  or  bacter¬ 
id  ogicaliy,. and  after  a  short  stay  in  Hospital  returned  home. 
All  the  cases  were  removed  immediately  to  the  General  Hospital 
Wolverhampton, .and  the  rooms  ^bedding  eto  thoroughly  disinfected 
and  cleaned.  All  contacts  Kept  under  observation. 

Cases  1,2,  &  3  occurred  in  adjoining  streets, Case  Ho.  4  about 
a  mile  distant  from  the  others. Ho  relationship  discovered 
between  the  cases  and  none  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
troops. 

School  Closure.  Ho  schools  were  closed  during  the  first  quar¬ 
ter,  but  owing  to  the  prevalence  car  Measles, the  Infant  Depte  of 
the  Central  and  Walsall  Road  Council  Schools  were  disinfected 
and  cleaned  in  the  Easter  Holidays.  In  the  second  quarter, 
owing  to  Measles, the  Infant  Dept  of  Walsall  Road  School  was 
closed  under  Article  460  of  the  Code  from  April  16  to  April 
30;,.Littie  London  Council  School  from  2ist  May  to  4th  June; 
and, owing  to  Whooping  Cough, the  Inf act  Dept  of  Portobelio 
Council  School  was  closed  from  June  11th  to  July  2nd. 
Bacteriological  Examlnat 1 ons 32  specimens  were  sent  to 
the  Univer o ity  of" Birmingham , and  reported  on  as  follows:— 
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Examination  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli 

No. 

8 

Positive 

1 

lie  gat  i 

5 

ao 

do  Tubercle  do 

16 

4 

12 

do 

do  Ringworm 

1 

0 

1 

do 

do  Meningococcus 

( cerebrp-spinal  “contacts " ) 

9 

1 

8 

Tuberculosis.  There  ware  during  the  year  74  notifications  of 
Pulmonary  and  18  pf  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  -  a  total  for 
an  forms  of  92.  Of  these , however ,  7  of  the  Pulmonary  cases 
had  been  previously  reported  on, so  that  the  total  number  of 
fresh  cases  was  85,as  compared  with  71, 4B  and  81  in  the 
previous  3  years. 

The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  numbered  24, giving  a 
Death  Rate  equal  to  1.3  per  thousand  of  the  population, as 
compared  with  1.1,  0.8  and  1.1  in  the  3  previous  years. 

Infant  Welfare  and  Health  visiting.  Health  Visitor  Miss  A  s 

^  Tnrr-r,— * — rrri 1 1 •  1 1  it—  in .i umi  m  'imiifr  ■ -n  --rTvr1  "  1  "»"■■■■■?-* 

killer,  ( A.  R.  San.  I ). 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  worh  for  the  year:- 

The  number  of  notifications  of  births  received  was  448, 
i.l.  399  alive, 29  premature,  and  20  stillborn, and  the  total 
number  of  visits  made  2303.  These  consisted  of 

446  prinjary  visits,  and 
1867  secondary  visits 

The  number  of  ohildren  on  the  visiting  list  at  the  end  of 

1917  was 

383  under  1  year  old,  and 
126  one  year. and  under  fisa. 

The  deaths  of  children  in  the  visiting  list  during  1917  were 

20  under  10  days  old 
26  10  days  and  under  1  yr 

1  1  yr  and  under  6  yrs. 

The  number  on  the  boohs  at  the  Welfare  Centre  was  384  and  the 
total  attendances  for  the  year  144-8. 

Seventy-Six  cases  of  Insanitary  conditions  were  reported  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  dealt  with  by  the 
sanitary  Inspector. 

Gases  of  Measles  visited  284  cases  of  Measles  were  visited  and 
Instruct i ons  and  advice  given  on  the  management  of  same. 
Tuberculosis  Visiting.  44  old  cases  and  33  new  ones  visited, the 
total  number  of  visits  paid  being  334. 

school  Visiting.  8  schools  have  been  visited  4  times rand  1000 
visits  paid  to  houses, and  advloe  given  for  verminous  conditions 
and  minor  shin  troubles. 

Antenatal  Worh.  There  is  no  provision  for  ensuring  medical 
advice  being ' given  to  expectant  mothers, but  some  of  these  attend 
at  the  Welfare  Centre  and  are  given  advice  by  the  Health  visitors 
who  also  visit  some  of  them  at  their  own  homes.  Instruction  is 
given  ag  the  Centre  by  Voluntary  worhers  in  the  mahing  of  garments 
and  other  things. 

Postnatal  worh  consists  of  systematic  visiting  by  the  Health  - 
Vi sit or3 1  at tendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  once  weehly,and 
sewing  meetings  onoe  weehly. 

Child  Welfare  worh  during  the  year  has  made  satisfactory  progress. 
I  regard  the  systematic  visiting  by  far  the  most  important  part. 

A  good  number  of  mothers  attend  the  Welfare  Centre  with  their 
Infants, but  for  the  most  part  there  are  mothers  who  would,  normally 
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desire  to  do  the  "best  for  their  infants.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  induce  the  careless , indifferent  ana  negligent  mothers  to 
come  to  these  places. 

A  commencement  has  "been  made  in  the  direction  of  worK  amongst 
expectant  mothers;  more  are  being  brought  under  the  influence 
of  the  Health  Visitors  for  appropriate  advice  and  assistance, 
and  there  are  signs  of  an  increasing  attendance  at  the  Centre. 

Good  worh  is  being  done  in  providing  materials  and  assisting  in 
mahing  garments.  Domestic  sanitation  is  very  slow  to  improve 
and  the  greatest  difficulty  is  experienced  in  trying  to  get 
many  of  the  people  to  live  above  the  level  of  the  lower  animals 
in  their  homes.  Overcrowding  is  a  present  day  ev©4  evil  and  is 
difficult  to  abate. 

Medical  supervision  at  the  Welfare  Centre  under  a  rota  of 
Doctors  as  at  present  constituted  is  not  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  except  as  a  temporary  expedient , and  is  one  which 
the  Local  Government  Board  loots  upon  with  disfavour.  The 
Centre  should  be  under  the  entire  charge  of  a  Medical  Officer, 
who  would  not  only  be  responsible  for  the  supervision,  but  would 
Keep  uniform  medical  records  of  the  cases* 

The  arrangements  at  Wllienhali  do  not  conform  with  those  in 
surrounding  Towns  and  in  the  Township  generally. 

vaccination*  One  hundred  and  seventeen  ohillren  were  successfully 
vaccinated, and  355  exemption  certificates  were  obtained  on  ’ 
"conscientious"  grounds.  The  vaccination  of  19  children  was 
postponed, and.  3?  died  unvaccinated* 

Sanitary  Inspection  of. the  District*  Appended  is  a  Summary 

A.  of  action  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  1909 

B.  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  worK  for  the  year1,  and 

C.  a  Table  of  particulars  ashed  for  by  the  Home  Office. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently 

Henry  J  Dean 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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